Coronary ostial stenosis after aortic valve replacement.
Coronary ostial stenosis is a life-threatening complication of aortic valve replacement. We describe the case of a patient who developed symptoms and signs related to coronary insufficiency 4 months after aortic valve replacement. In view of a coronary angiogram revealing a 99% left main stem stenosis, an urgent revascularization procedure was performed. Intraoperative inspection revealed a dense fibrous reaction of the aortic root involving the left coronary ostium. The postoperative course was uneventful and since the operation the patient remained asymptomatic. The possible mechanisms involved in the pathogenesis of coronary ostial stenosis after aortic valve replacement and the surgical strategy to be employed for the treatment of this complication are discussed.